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Initial strike burden shifted from theater-based fighters to 
long-range bombers based outside theater, beyond missile 
threat (3,000-4,000 nm from missile launch points). 

Long-range/endurance unmanned ISR platforms (e.g., 
Global Hawk) are also based outside the theater to save 
limited theater basing space for “theater enablers”: manned 
ISR & F-22s. 

Manned C3ISR (e.g., JSTARS, AWACS, Rivet Joint) and 
ABL are based at furthest practical operating distance 
(1,500-2,500 nm), on periphery of theater where missile 
threat is very limited.

Stealthy multi-role F-22s are also based at furthest practical 
operating distance (1,000-1,500 nm), where missile threat is 
modest to very limited.  Reduction of missile threat via 
standoff, combined with innovative protection measures 
(e.g., dispersal and deployable shelters) and layered missile 
defenses permit F-22 theater basing/sustainment in face of 
robust “anti-access” threat   

Manned/unmanned C3ISR orbits established under F-22 
protection to provide (in concert with space-based C3ISR) 
“predictive battlespace awareness”, thus enabling effects-based 
strike operations and accurate battle damage assessment 
across the depth and breadth of the battlespace

F-22s conduct: barrier and high-value asset protection combat 
air patrols (CAPs) to enable C3ISR, ABL and tanker operations 
and defend US surface forces from air attack; penetrating 
bomber sweeps to enable 24-hour B-2 operations; lethal SEAD 
operations to mitigate enemy air defense threat; and strike 
operations to supplement bomber firepower 

B-2s penetrate enemy air defenses, staging high-volume 
precision direct attacks against the full spectrum of enemy 
targets employing the full range of GPS-guided precision 
munitions

B-1Bs and B-52Hs launch standoff cruise missiles (JASSM and 
CALCM) against fixed targets from outside the range of enemy 
air defenses
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Missile Threat Indicator

Global Reconnaissance-Strike
Joint Aerospace Power Projection in the Face of Future Anti-Access Threats

F-22 
CAP

SOF (US) locating 
WMD target

Ballistic 
missile 

launcher

Fielded  
forces

WMD 
facilities

C2 facility

GPS Navigation 
Satellite (US) 

F-22 departs CAP 
to strike TEL

EO imaging satellite 
detecting enemy missile 
R&D/production facility

JSF/JSOW  strike 
from CVBG

Tanker 
orbit

C-17 airlifters conducting 
CONUS-to-theater airbridge

Bomber 
MOB

6

5 5


